
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Verse 1 
My heart can sing when I pause to remember 
A heartache here is but a stepping stone 
Along a path that's always winding upward 
This troubled world is not my final home 
 
Chorus 
But until then my 
                       Heaven 

heart will go on singing 

Until then
           Here 

 with joy I'll carry on 

Until the day my 
                 Here                        Heaven                 Look forward to                 
Un 

eyes behold that city 

Until the day God calls me 
                  Here                        Join-Heaven 
 

home 

Verse 2 
The things of earth will dim and lose their value 
If we recall they're borrowed for awhile 
And things of earth that cause this heart to tremble 
Remembered there will only bring a smile 
 
Repeat Chorus 
Ending 
Until the day my eyes behold that      
                 Here                     Heaven            Look forward to 

city  

Until the day God calls me 
                 Here                        Join-Heaven 

home 

 
 
 

 
 

Until 
Then 

 
 

By Jason Crabb 

HERE 
Hold both flat  
hands to the 
front with palms0 
 facing up.   
Make forward  
semicircles in opposite directions. 

LOOK-FORWARD-TO 
Move the 
 right "V"  
hand from 
 in front of  
the face. 
 Turn the  
palm down  
and move fingers forward under the open 
left hand held in front of the chest, palm 
facing down.   Note:  The picture shows 
the "v" fingers pointing up, but in this 
song they point forward. 

 

HEAVEN 
                                           Beginning with 
                                           both open hands   
                                           in front of each  
                                           shoulder, palms  
                                           angled up, turn  
                                           the hands over   
                                           and  move  them  
toward each other an upward, passing the 
right hand under the left.  Hint: Shows 
the spaciousness of the sky. 

 

Remember, American Sign Language, is the language of 
the d/Deaf culture.  It is a conceptual language.  It is not 
English Language word for word.  The signs, the facial 
expressions and body language express the context. 

 



"Until Then" Devotional 
Resources:  https://wordwisehymns.com/2013/08/09/until-then/ 

http://dianaleaghmatthews.com/behind-the-song-until-then/ 
 

      Sometimes my Aunt, a talented musician, would share the history of a song.  Sometimes the history and then 
reading and re-reading the lyrics became a devotional in search of the meaning and history.   American Sign 
Language tells the message of the song, the inspiration, the story within without cluttering it up with tunes and 
rhyming words.  Here is a little devotional history of the song "Until Then
 

" and the author, Stuart Hamblen.  

      He was the son of a Methodist preacher, but seemed to turn his back on the values he had been taught.  He 
became known as a liar and a cheat and his days were filled with drunken carousing.  
 

      His career began in 1926 when he became the first cowboy singing gospel on the radio in Fort Worth and 
Dallas,Texas .  By 1931 he was on the radio from Hollywood, CA as "Cowboy Joe."  For the next 21 years his radio 
shows stayed at the top of the charts.   He also became a Hollywood star and appeared in movies with Roy 
Rogers, Gene Autry and John Wayne. 
 

       But then, during Billy Graham's evangelistic meetings in Los Angeles in 1949 Stuart Hamblen gave his heart 
to Christ.  From then on his life took a radical new direction.  He gave up his acting career, was rejected by 
Hollywood, and began a ministry for the Lord, via the radio show "Cowboy Church of the Air," (syndicated 
nationwide),  bearing an effective testimony to the saving grace of God.  He used his musical talent in a another 
significant way in the Lord's service, writing a number of gospel songs.   The story says a friend asked him if he 
missed his old life and he replied "It is no secret what God can do."  His friend said that sounds like a good title 
for a song.   He went on to write one of his best know songs "It Is No Secret

 

."  His friend is said to have been 
John Wayne.  

      About the prospect of death, he said, "When you see me fall asleep, say amen.  But don't you weep."  Our 
departure from this world into the presence of Christ will be cause for rejoicing.     
 

      The thoughts of the following passages came to mind one day in 1958 and it lead to the writing of "Until 
Then

 

," the song that speaks of the dramatic change we will experience when we go to be with Christ.  It also 
reminds us of the proper attitude we should have to the things of this present world, and how we should live in 
the meantime, as we await the Lords return. 

"He (God the Father will) send Jesus Christ, who has preached unto you: whom heaven must receive until 

 

the 
times of restoration of all things...." - Acts 3:20-21 

"Judge nothing before the time, until 

 

the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of 
darkness and will make manifest the counsels of the heart: and then shall every man have praise of God. - 1 
Cor, 4:5 

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more pain:  for the former things are passed away.  Rev. 21:4 
 

      We'd better keep a loose grip on things of this life, because they'll all be left behind one day. They're 
borrowed for a while.  "The things of earth will dim and lose their value."  This troubled world with all its toil, 
struggle and heartaches are not the end.   In heaven they'll be gone.  "This troubled world is not my final home ."  
In light of these things, Hamblen's refrain tells us, we can "go on singing," and "carry on"  the work that God has 
given us to do.   
 
 "Hands in Praise" is an American Sign Language (ASL) Christian choir  

sponsored by Bethel Lutheran Church, Windsor, Colorado.  
 For information about joining or to schedule a performance (one song to a concert of six) 

call Director, Elaine Mainwaring, 970-686-5319  
or go to www.bethelwindsor.com - Ministries, click-Hand in Praise 
Please take this praise sheet home with you and share with others. 
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